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Season Preview

The 2017 Coffee Trojan
football season was supposed to
be one of promise and success,
a campaign that would build on
last year’s 7-6 record. After a 5-5
regular season mark, the Trojans
advanced to the third round of
the playoffs as a fourth seed,
losing a heartbreaker to numberone seed Dalton 30-28.
The 2016 season was one
of the toughest of the Robby
Pruitt era; the Trojans played in
Region 1-6A and finished the
year with a 1-3 region record.
One the post-season began,
however, Pruitt and his staff had
Coffee ready. After convincing
wins over Heritage (number one
seed) and Alexander (number
two seed), the Trojans stumbled
against Dalton but still nearly
pulled off the upset.
Coffee had opportunities to

win every one of the games
it lost. Despite losing their
quarterback, leading rusher
and all of their experienced
(if undersized) offensive line,
the Trojans were expected to
be contenders this year. They
returned a stacked defense
with three preseason All-State
selections and a ton of talent.
Then the unthinkable
happened. In mid-July, Coffee
lost its starting running back,
Tywone Brewton, who was
the Trojans’ second-leading
rusher last year, when he was
implicated in a drive-by shooting
on July 14. Brewton turned
himself in to authorities on July
21, effectively ending his season
and throwing the Coffee offense
into disarray. Since Brewton’s
arrest, Coach Pruitt and his staff
have been scrambling to re-

establish an offensive identity
– one that had been set since
spring practice.
But crisis creates opportunity.
There are a couple of players
who are going to get chances
to play that otherwise wouldn’t
have. At the same time, it
leaves the coaches in a bit of
a quandary. They’re having
to revamp the offense and reevaluate where the team is right
now. And it’s a little late in the
year to be doing that.
On Thursday, Aug. 10, the
Trojans faced the Colquitt
County Packers in a preseason
scrimmage. The coaching staff
came away with a little clearer
picture than they had going in
but there are still some question
marks. So how exactly do the
Trojans look this year?
Let’s see.

Thank
you!
A very special
Thank You is
extended to
The Gallery of
Photography and
Al Harless for the
Coffee High
School Trojan
pictures!
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Coffee High trojans

Coffee High trojan Coaches
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QUARTERBACKS

Let’s start with the quarterback. Max Hughes is gone. How do
you replace someone who threw for over 3,000 yards and 22
touchdowns? It’s never an easy task. But senior Wade Sumner
is ready for the opportunity. Sumner played a lot last year but
his playing time was primarily at wide receiver. “We would have
loved to have him study at quarterback more last year but he’s
too good of an athlete to keep him off the field,” says head
coach Robby Pruitt.
Sumer can run and he can throw. The bigger question is, will he
have the time? “Our big question mark is the offensive line. We
need to make sure Wade has the time he needs,” says Coach
Pruitt. The Coffee offense will look similar to what it has in the
past. The goal is to be balanced but that could change as the
season wears on.
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OFFENSIVE LINE

The Trojans have just one lineman who returns with some
varsity experience. Jaymin Speight, a sophomore, saw a
little playing time at the varsity level. Jaxson O’Steen, a
junior, was a blocking back last year. He’s a strong, tough
kid who did a great job in that role. This year, however,
he’s been moved to the line. “We didn’t really want to do
move him but we didn’t have much of a choice,” says
Coach Pruitt.
In addition to O’Steen and Speight, senior Kevin Tyre
and junior Noah Johnston will likely start. Junior Griff
Roundtree will split time at tight end and the blocking back
position previously occupied by O’Steen.
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WIDE RECEIVERS

Wide receivers will look a lot like they did last year.
Senior Dalrone Donaldson (668 yards, seven scores last
year), who will also play some defensive back (he had
an interception in the scrimmage against Colquitt), senior
Trey Mizell, and senior Raekwon Burch are all back. Then
you have junior Milton Jackson, who had a really strong
2016 season. A preseason All-State selection, Jackson
will be a favorite target of Sumner’s. Jackson had over
1,000 yards receiving last year and three touchdowns.
He also spent some time at running back, averaging
nearly seven yards per carry and scoring one more
touchdown on the ground. All these guys are talented
receivers who can make big plays.
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RUNNING BACKS

That leaves the running backs. The Trojans got a pleasant
surprise against Colquitt in All-State linebacker Jameon
Gaskin. He’s a ball-hawking tackler who terrorizes opposing
defenses. One of the most prolific defensive players in the
state last year (213 total tackles, 144 solo, two sacks), he’s
shown this year he can run the ball as well. Gaskin carried
a big load in the scrimmage and will be a factor in the
backfield. Will he be able to withstand the punishment on
offense and still be a playmaker on defense? That remains
to be seen. However, he will have some help in the backfield.
Sophomore Antonio Dawson is a small, fast kid who probably
could benefit from another year of development. He’s not
likely to get that year; Dawson is going to run the ball a ton
this year as well.
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DEFENSIVE LINE

Defensively, the Trojans are in much better shape. They return seven starters, three of which are pre-season AllState selections. “We’ve got good experience. They kids work extremely hard. I’m optimistic,” says Randy Garrett,
defensive coordinator. Leading the way are Gaskin, lineman Derrick Newton, and the Jefferson twins – Marquavious
and Jarquavious. These kids are all impact players who have the potential to change a game simply by their presence
alone.
The defensive line is talented but they’re not the biggest group. End Javiontae Martin, a senior, had a solid season
last year. Tipping the scales at just over 200 pounds, he’s going to have a much bigger role than he did last season.
Martin finished the year with 23 total tackles (18 solo), one sack, and five quarterback hurries. Senior Jordan Knight
and junior Jasper Jones will occupy the tackle positions. “They’re not huge but they’ve got good size. They’re solid
players,” says Garrett. And of course there’s Newton. The other defensive end, he recorded 23 sacks to go along with
his 107 total tackles (96 solo) in 2016.
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LINEBACKERS

As expected, Coffee has a talented group of
linebackers. In addition to Gaskin (who posted
166 total tackles, 112 solo, and two sacks), juniors
Quinton Flowers and Tim Landers and senior R.J.
Pace (111 total tackles, 51 solo tackles, and two
sacks in 2016) will have a tremendous amount of
responsibility, as will seniors K.J. Smith and Hayden
Skipper. With Gaskin splitting time on the offensive
of the ball as he’s apparently going to be doing, their
roles will likely expand as the season progresses.

All statistics courtesy of
www.maxpreps.com

www.DouglasNow.com - 2017 TROJAN FOOTBALL - 11

DEFENSIVE BACKS

In the secondary, you will find the Jefferson twins. They’re in the 11th grade and are only going to get better over the next two seasons. Jarquavious finished the 2016 season with 68 total tackles (58 solo), eight
interceptions, and two fumble recoveries. His brother, Marquavious, posted similar numbers: 40 tackles (35
solo), six interceptions, a forced fumble, and 11 pass deflections. These two may be the most recognizable
names in the secondary but they aren’t the only playmakers back there. Ty Burkes (junior), Azi Johnson
(junior), and Javion Dawson (senior) will also see some action in the secondary. “Our defensive backs aren’t
big. But they’re fast and quick. They play a lot bigger than they are. They just aren’t very tall. We’re faster
back there than we’ve been in a few years,” says Coach Garrett. “I’m very excited about our defense.”
A number of kids are going to play both ways, including Dalrone Donaldson, Jameon Gaskin, Raekwon
Burch, and others. It’s not an ideal situation but it’s the reality of what the Trojans are facing this season.
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KICKERS

And what about the kickers? That’s been one of
Coffee’s Achilles’ heels over the past few years. For
2017, it looks like at least a few of those problems
have been solved. The Trojans have several kickers,
all of whom will likely find their way into games in
certain situations. Senior Jose Rodriguez is back.
He will be joined by the Rivas brothers – Pancho,
a junior, and Toni, sophomore. In the scrimmage
against Colquitt, Pancho nailed a 36-yard field goal.
It’s been a few years since Coffee had a kicker who
was reliable from that distance.
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COFFEE HIGH MARCHING TROJANS
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COFFEE HIGH VARSITY CHEERLEADERS
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Junior varsity cheerleaders

9th grade cheerleaders
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SENIOR TROJANS

SENIOR cheerleaders

www.DouglasNow.com - 2017 TROJAN FOOTBALL - 17

18 - 2017 TROJAN FOOTBALL - www.DouglasNow.com

