
Agriculture

Learn about the agriculture in our state from the University of Georgia’s 
Extension Service. You will also find helpful advertisements from local 
businesses that are in business to promote and support the farming and 

agriculture endeavors that are the backbone of our state and county.
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 With a contribution 
of more than $72.5 billion 
annually to Georgia’s 
$786.5 billion economy, 
agriculture is the main 
driver of the state’s 
economic engine. The 2013 
total Farm Gate Value for 
the state was $13.6 billion.
 Agriculture is 
also a primary source of 
employment for Georgians, 
with one in seven in the 
state working in agriculture, 
forestry or related fields. 
In 2012 there were 
42,257 farms in Georgia 
encompassing 9,620,836 
acres of land with an 
average size of 228 acres 
per farm.

 From the north 
Georgia mountains through 
the rolling Piedmont, to the 
sandy coastal plains and the 
coastal marshes, the state’s 
geography and climate 
provide perfect conditions 
for a variety of agricultural 
pursuits.
 Georgia farmers 
produce more peanuts, 
pecans and watermelon 
than any other state. 
Georgia also leads the 
nation in broilers and value 
of egg production. Vidalia 
onions, grown only in 
Georgia, are recognized and 
appreciated as some of the 
sweetest, best tasting onions 
in the world.

The Importance of Agriculture 
to the State’s Economy
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 Georgia is the 
number one producer 
of peanuts in the United 
States, producing 1.64 
billion pounds in 2008 
alone. Peanuts rank as one 
of Georgia’s top five cash 
crops. Georgia peanut 
farmers provide more than 
45 percent of the U.S. 
peanut crop each year.
 In 2007, Georgia 
had 2,762 peanut farms 
with 518,719 acres 
harvested according to 
the USDA Census of 
Agriculture.
 The most famous 
Georgia peanut farmer 
probably is Jimmy Carter, 
who ran the family peanut 
farm and businesses before 
being elected Georgia’s 
governor in 1970 and U.S. 
president in 1976. He still 
lives in Plains, Georgia, in 
the heart of the peanut belt, 
with his wife Rosalynn.
 Peanuts are unusual 
plants because they flower 
above ground but fruit 
underground. The shelled 
peanut is the seed, which is 
planted in April or May and 
grows into an oval-leafed 

plant about 18 inches tall. 
Peanuts are harvested in 
September or October.
 The peanut is 
actually not a nut at all. It’s 
a legume. Perhaps that’s 
why boiling peanuts (in 
the shell, in salt water), a 
cooking method typical 
of other beans, is such a 
popular thing to do with 
peanuts in the South. 
Americans eat over 1 
million pounds of roasted 
peanuts every day.
 About 50 percent of 
peanuts grown are used to 
make peanut butter.
One acre of peanuts will 
make 30,000 peanut 
butter sandwiches, while 
Americans eat enough 

peanut butter (2.4 million 
pounds) in a year to make 
more than 10 billion peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches.
Peanut butter is convenient, 
affordable (about 12 cents 
per serving) and nutritious. 
Peanuts and peanut butter 
are high in protein and fiber 
and contain 13 essential 

vitamins and minerals. 
And they’re naturally 
cholesterol-free and low in 
saturated fat.
 Approximately 
one-half of one percent of 
the American population 
has an allergy to peanuts. 
The number of cases has 
increased significantly over 
the past couple of years. 
Researchers are working 
on new ways to lessen the 
severity of peanut allergies.
 Peanut butter 
is often thought of as 
children’s food, but adults 
actually eat more of it than 
children. It is found in 89 
percent of American homes. 
While November is peanut 
butter lovers’ month, March 
is national peanut month.

Georgia tops the country in peanut production
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 Cotton farming has a long and rich tradition 
in Georgia. In fact, cotton’s roots in America can be 
traced directly to Georgia. Georgia was the first colony 

to produce cotton commercially, first planting it near 
Savannah in 1734.
 In 1793, school teacher Eli Whitney invented 
and patented the cotton gin. The first major textile mill 
was built in 1811 near Washington, Ga. Cotton was an 
ingredient in the first light bulb, the telegraph, the Wright 
brothers’ plane and the first automobile tires.
 Georgia ranks third nationally in cotton production 
and acres planted. The 2009 crop covered 1 million acres 
and yielded 1.82 million bales. The 1995 Georgia crop, at 
1.97 million bales, was the largest since 1918.
Cotton-related professions provide 53,000 jobs in the state 
of Georgia. Cotton’s overall impact exceeds $3 billion.

Georgia #3 cotton producer in U.S.
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 Tobacco production in Georgia involves more than 
200 growers who produce flue-cured tobacco on more 
than 14,000 acres in 26 counties across the state.
 Flue-cured tobacco is harvested a few leaves 
at a time beginning with the bottom of the stalk and 
progressing to the top over a period of 8 to 10 weeks.
 Leaves are placed in a bulk curing barn where 
heated air is forced between the leaves to remove the 
moisture from the leaves over a period of 7 to 10 days. 
During this period tobacco not only dries, but turns 
from green to a golden yellow color. The temperature 
is increased following an established curing schedule 
to set the color precisely. This also establishes the level 

of reducing sugars in the tobacco resulting in the sweet 
aroma for which Georgia produced tobacco has always 
been known.
 Tobacco is sold under contract to leaf purchasing 
and manufacturing companies, and the price per pound 
varies according to the quality of the leaf based on its stalk 
position, color, clarity and damage from disease or curing. 
Flue-cured tobacco is sold in large bales averaging 750 
pounds each. Most processing is located in North Carolina 
and Virginia. Tobacco is shipped north via trucks, and 
once processed is stored for one or more years before 
being used in the manufacture of cigarettes.

Tobacco maintains a presence in Georgia

 Georgia forests, 
located in the heart of the 
nation’s “wood basket,” 
cover some 24.8 million 
acres. In the past 10 years, 
total forest land has been 
gradually increasing. 
Forests now cover 67 
percent of the land 
area statewide, making 
Georgia the largest timber-
producing state in the 
southeastern U.S.
In 2004, 131 out 159 
counties were greater than 
50 percent forested.
Georgia is home to nearly 
1,400 forest products 
manufacturers. The state 

is consistently ranked near 
the top in pulp and paper 
production and in the top 
ten lumber-producing 
states.
 Artificial and 
natural reforestation and 
afforestation averages 
more than 406,000 acres 
per year. At the same time, 
the annual final harvest 
averages less than 322,000 
acres. In spite of increasing 
demands on Georgia’s 
forest, the state’s timber 
inventories are higher than 
they were 10 years ago.
Through professional forest 
management, Georgia’s 

largest renewable resource 
can meet society’s demands 
well into the 21st century.
Georgia’s forest-products 
industry is environmentally 
friendly, based on a 
renewable resource wisely 

managed by professional 
foresters. Forest products 
are recyclable and 
biodegradable, making 
them a natural choice for 
today’s environmentally 
conscious consumers.

Forestry continues to contribute to economy, environment
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More than just row crops:
Food production is 
growing in Georgia

 Food production — whether 
on the farm or in the kitchen — is 
big business in Georgia. According 
to the Georgia Farm Bureau, in 
2007 there were 47,846 farms in 
Georgia producing everything from 
Vidalia onions to the peaches and 
peanuts the state is famous for.
 Processing of foods, such 
as baked goods, peanut butter, and 
packaged chicken, is the number-
one manufacturing activity in the 
state. Increasingly, more and more 
small, home-based businesses are 
springing up to offer products like 
local honey, salsa, and onion relish.

 Corn is more 
widely grown than any 
other Georgia crop. Yields 
were low until 1948 when 
hybrids better adapted 
to Southern growing 
conditions were developed.
 In 2008, Georgia 
produced 43.4 million 
bushels of corn for grain 
and 810 thousand tons of 

corn for silage. This corn is 
primarily used for animal 
feed and is not for human 
consumption.
 Most of the corn 
production in Georgia 
occurs in the southern 
counties. In 2009, corn 
made up 10.8 percent of 
row and forage crops.

Corn: The State’s Top Crop

Georgia’s Top 10 Vegetable Commodities (2011)*
1. Onions - $159 million
2.Watermelon - $98.6 million
3. Bell Peppers - $76.9 million
4. Sweet Corn - $62.3 million
5. Cucumbers - $49.8 million
6. Cabbage - $35.8 million
7. Tomato - $33.5 million
8. Cantaloupe - $26.8 million
9. Carrots - $26.3 million
10. Yellow Squash - $23 million

* Statistics provided 
by Center for 
Agribusiness 

and Economic 
Development, 

University of Georgia
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 Georgia-raised 
cattle descend from stock 
in Europe, Africa and South 
America. Breeds including 
Angus, Charolais and Sim-
mental are the cornerstone 
of the multimillion-dollar 
Georgia beef industry.
 Georgia cattlemen 
own approximately 1.3 
million head of cattle. 2008 
cash receipts totaled more 
than $291 million, making 
cattle the state’s sixth larg-
est commodity.
 Because cattle are 
raised in all 159 counties of 
Georgia, the beef industry 

has a large impact on the 
state’s economy (estimated 
at more than $2 billion). In 
Georgia there are almost 

18,000 producers of beef 
cattle.
 Cattle are usually 
sold through county or area 

livestock markets. Each 
animal is typically sold 
individually on a per-pound 
basis. Most yearlings are 
shipped to the Midwest, 
where they are raised to fin-
ish weights.
 A 1,000-pound 
market steer yields approxi-
mately 425 pounds of beef. 
Of the carcass, 99 percent 
is either used as meat or re-
covered as byproducts, both 
edible and inedible. By-
products are used to make 
a wide variety of goods 
including pharmaceuticals, 
cosmetics and clothing.

Cattle: Georgia’s Sixth Largest Commodity

 Hogs have been 
raised in Georgia for 
personal and commercial 
uses since colonial times. 

Today, factors such 
as drought, economic 
pressure, and industry 
consolidation have 
combined to make pork 
production a relatively 
small contributor to 
the state’s agricultural 
revenues. 
 Still, many farmers 
in Georgia rely on swine 
production for part of their 
income, and hogs continue 
to be a part of Georgia’s 

historic and current agricultural heritage.
Swine Production: Dwindling but Still Around
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